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VERDUN, THE THIRD AND GREATEST GERMAN FAILURE
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phyjical circumstance was apainst the

Freneh; they werfl outnumbercd, they were
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To-aay, when Um Krench troops have at

¦flttausai . and in a few hours
¦*ta;!".ed all hut OM ol ti..' important poai«
-*ocs hartI iefensive phase
ofthe V«vduD ean paign, it is possible to

.peak of Venhn ta Um eaat taaaa. It ia
tnuhed, ar.fj aU ttati we may now look
'w*ard to is the re'.atively liisigTiincant
r^ah over the ruins of Kort Vaux, the laal
.'""Otardd that thfl C.ermans retain in the
"ttter . old defences of the
***** cita :. tt Vaux has heen taken
***""! thp Vir.iin cipifWBal will he as com-

Pletattly history as the rush to Paris or the
.tlvanc* to Calais.

'Vi".><.r vojs ri.ocuatrd by thr <',<r
"wna <m .Yot rmbtr 1.)
Mter eight months the story of the

krttnn attaek upon Verdun is at lart
.**>r!y we',1 kr.own to the world. lt was a

MltP''*>me effort to diapoae of Krance. It
**» cor.f.i'ived hy Kaikr-ihayn, chief of
*. (j*rn,an Staff, for the purpose of com-

***ing tho work that wa« begun in tha

.V^ing daya of tho war, interruptod by

tho defeat of tho Marno. postponed by tl t

repnlse al tbe Yser and tho city of Ypres.
lt was a deliberate dotermination to orush
Franca by the greatest concentration of

seen on any battlefield and by
a thrust backod hy thc bcsl trained sol*

ihat Germany commanded.
Less than a year before Germany had

Birock exactly thc same blow al Russia
along thc Duna.ieo, and it had resulted in
.hat disaster to tho Slavs which al s singlc
thrust Dndid months of Kussian I

and carried tho viotonmis Germans beyond
v. and Brest-Litovak, far into tho

of Old Russia.

The Verdun Plan

In January, ll'lri. Germany eould say to
.' that Russia wa.- out of tho war for

leveral months.for six months, at least
The Germans reckoned quite correetly.
Thoy eould also soo that England would not

be ready within the .-am»* umo. Tho Balkan
campaign had abolished all danger from
thc Miuth and put the Turk on hi
again. Kvcn Austna was sullicicntiy reor-

ganized to be able to undertake an offen*
mvc aimed at the Venctian Plain aml dt*
tined to rcach tho very edge of the foot-

hills thal rise from the Adige and

vallt;
lx\ January, 1916, there wa- only France

ready and in the fleld. 11* France eould

bc cnished beforo tho six months, during
which Britain and Russia were imready
aad italy oectapiedi Germany had the cer*

tainty of rictory before hor. All the eon¬

ditions that/avorod hor hefore tho Marno

woro ia hor favor now, .-ave only that tho

French woro, eoneoivably, better prepared.
This the Germans did not coneadc to them.
selves. Nor did thoy believe that there

were left to France tho mon and tho spirit
to fight alone, with tho awful oonscious-

?hat none of their allies was in con-

dition to help or would be for many months

to come.
Germany's Mistake

The great events of war are almost al¬

ways riipendent upon the'estimate made

bv.one of the contestants as to tho eondi-

tion of the other. N'apoleon on the battle

field of Waterloo rejoice4l liecause he at

last had the British before him. He had

ever underestimated th4*m. and his under-

lestimate was the true explanation of his|

The (ierman underestimate of the
spirit and the numhers of the Freneh in
January, 1916, led them to ¦ disaater only

than Waterloo ta tarinaadiata conae-

qiietn¦.
We know now that there were vnices ta

Germany, as there were voicea ta Napo-
leon's staff before rVaterloo, which wanted
againsl thia new trial ta the West. Wei
know that the t-'rim old Hindonbarg
Btonned at the abandonment of the eaaV
erti field. in which he had won BO many
victones Hut the (ierman General Staff,
the Gernian people, saw an exhatuted
France H they had seen a decadent
France eightoen montha earlier. and stood

lirm in theii which won the BUp-
port of ti..- Kaiaer because it held out the
promise that his aon, commanding the vic-

torioua army, would establith the Hohen-
rn fame on still aurer ground

\\ li. /i the struggle opened on Kei.ruary
21 the Germana had on a narrow front
north of Verdun not less than 8,0X10 guna
of every cahhre. They had upward of
.'100,000 troops, many of which had heen
enjoyinp a long period of rest and pr pa>
ration. They had before them leai than
N0.000 Krench troops. and these not of the
beat Behind the Krench was no concen-
tration of heavy artillery. The tirst line
trenche were good, the se>*ond scarcely
more thati a trace, for the Fr. nch had re-

lied Upon the old permanent forta aa poiata
of support. In every essentia! the (Ier¬
man attaek was a surprise, and ita imme-

diate effect was terrific.

1 he First Three D<ty»
Even no*a we do not know exactiy what

happened ta the next three days. The

fragmenta of the Freneh troops hunp on

to portions of their positions and diel
about them. The (ierman wave did not

come throuph with an immediate rush as

at the Duroajec. There was some sem-

blaace ef a front during theea three terri-
i.ir days, bul th.-ie wai no orfganiafed front,
and the heroiam of the regiment
who died with their men, chufly poetpuiMd
the innnediate disast.r.

But the po.-tponemi-i.t WM braaf. Bf
February 25 the (iermans had come south <

more than four miles, they had come eleari

throuph all the Freneh lines of trenches,
and what WM WOTflU, they had actually
taken Fort Douaumont. which was the

most important of the old pennanent forta t

in the outer cir.le of the Verdun defences.

From thia fort they could look straipht .

down into the hurninp city of Verdun and i

were not overs.-inpuine when they forecast

m the world its immediate fall. At thisj

lime, too, they claimed to have taken Vaux.
r*. misiaken claim, for it was four months
later that Vaux fell, although Vaux is loss
(han a mile from Douaumont.

In this time wo have terrible anxiety ln

Paris and grave division of opinior. be¬
tween the French army and the French
itatesmen. Tho army believea that the

policy of wisdon is to fali back behind the
llooded Meuse, not to attempt to re.-tore n

line 00 a hillside. with the river out of its
banks and just behind, not to ri-=k. a great
lisaster and the loss of the whole army.
In the view of the soldier Verdun is worth-
leaa, if the hills behind it can be held. and

idier gnaranteea thia But thestatea-
:nan sees more clearly. Hc recogi izei that
ill France. all Germany, the arhole world
Hril] read in the evaouation i"ti of

terrible defeat.
So at last we have the decision of the

soldier to accept the will of the statesman,
the personal victory of Hriand over Joffro.
Castelnau and Retain go to Verdun--Caa*
telnau, who saved Nancy in Augu. t and

Septernber, 1914, P_tain who a'.l but

pierced the (ierman lines in (hampagne
in thc great battle of Septernber, 1915.

The Iron Corps Holds

What follows immediately Is the most
arilliant of all the phases of Verdun. A

new line must be formed, now trenches
and deftnces put in. and while this is dor.e
the -iermans must be checked. Fcr this
there is, fortunately, available the best

orps ir. France, the Corps of Iron, the

orps which will live with the Old Guard
D French history. Ralfouricr's Twonticth
['orps. When the blow fell thifl corp
rost ing at Camp de Mailly, nearly .1 hun-
ired miles south. and now it arrives in au¬

tomobiles and throws itself into the fur-

iace. Ir. the next few days its mission is
to hold while a new army creates a new

line.
And the Twentieth does hold. It cannot

-. : back Fort Douaumont. but it dies in the

Bavinc of I»eath, it retakes the village of

Doaanmont, it dingn to the slopes of Pep*
per Hill, it clears tlu* approaches to Vaux,
»ut for the most part it stands and dies on

'he lines it takes up when it reach*
Front. All through the last days of Febru-

iry the terrible strugple goes on. The losses

¦j botfl 9»ua9 ar<1 terrible. but the Ger-

nan losses begin to be unparallekd as

heir eommander*- feel the great Btoa

dipping by. Actually this is the irreat.

.nsis of Verdun; there will be no such
¦ritioal hours again.
With the tirst days of March there is a

;>ause. then on March .? comes the second(

convulsion; but the Freneh are

ready, the new army with Petain has ar¬

rived and taiken its position, the work of
the Twentieth Corps is complcted and the
GermaM are this time unahle to emerpe
from the battered walls of Douaumont.
Xow they try the west bank of the river,
and Dead Man's Hill and Hill .'104 come

into the official reports, to linper over

many months. But here the German ad¬
vance is slow and insipnificant. They had
got .>outh four miles in four days east of
the river; they never pot three miles south
cn the west.

A Siege Begun
After .March «.; the Freneh High Com¬

mand is no lonper troubled. It is satis-
lied that Verdun will hold. It recopnizes
the remote possibility of further retire-
mentSi but the chance of a break in the
whole line, and there was a very real

., e in the tirst days, has disappean-d.
Germany will now have to buy each inch

of Freneh soil at a Freneh price. All
chance of a preat success has pone, only
a fipht for moral valuts remains, but the
moral values are preat, for the whole
world has tixed its eyes upon this corner

of the earth and made the possession of
the heap of ashes in the valley beneath
the hilla the test of vietory and defeat
And on April 9 Germany tries her last

al attaek, her laat effort to ernsh
and crunch throuph ia true Pruaaian fash¬
ion, the faahion which the world iaw ftrat
in the ternble slautfhter about the Yser
and at Vpres. where a quarter of a mill-
ion GermaM were killed and wounded in
U*M than four week*. This time the fail¬
ure is r.bsolute. There is no pain. Every-
irho'rfl the P'rench lines hold and the Bat¬
tle of Verdun is over. The new phaag i'

agO, a slow prindinp, pouuding
attaek after lonp artillery preparation,

| I'.ches and feet at tr..-

of preat casualties.

in the Last Ditch

To the wor'.d (iermany announces the
r.ew phase in a different phrase. The hope
of immtdiate vietory is over, and taatMd
Berlin telll the world that had read the
forecaita oi the fall of the city on Feb-
ruary -!'*. that .-verythmp is going a- ttie

German Get**aral Staff had plar.ru-d, and
that th>' city will fall in due course, pre-

\ u the (ierman General Staff had
on Aupust 1.

Coincident with this there prows up and
spreads the lepend that Freneh man

power il beinp exhausted in the bloody
shambles. and that the (ierman batter-
inp ram is no lonper seeking.in fact,
never soupht.to break lines, is merely

ivoring to destroy the manhooil of
France at.d i- doinp it with steady pre-
,-ison. And ta addition there is the ready
explar.ation that M a result of Freneh
^asualtiej no allied offensive in the West

will be possible this year, or ever. perhaps.
After April 0 there are (i"rman ad-

VanCCS. Trenches a;e lost. the crest of
Dead Han's Hill is passed, Vaux is taken.
June '25 sees the Germans at the ditch of
Souville and Tavannes, the inner forts.
the village of Fleury, the farm and work
of Thiaumont, tho Rattory of Damloup
are in (ierman hands. The French are

actually in their last ditch, but it ha<
taken four months to advance a mile on a

front of three. The last (ierman report
nf progress is on June 'J">. and already the
French confidence is displayed in new

upor at the moment when Verdun ICCS-S
most in danger.
We know the reason. Saddenly far off

iit the Somme the French and Hritish ar¬

mies attack. And in this attack the French
sdvance cuts through German trenches,
CUts a fiwath deeper than thc Germans
have cut in four months at Verdun,
it ln as many days and OCCUpies tho hills

- Plronne scroi tl .. Somme Here,
then, is the Frencb «nswcr to the German
*laim that France was being bled white.
Foch at thr Somme tak-s on the work of
Potain at the Meuse; the siege of Verdun,
which began April 'J, is over by July L';
the campaign of Verdun. bCgua on Feb*
mary 21, has lasted five'months.

The Whole Inv«*stment Gone

Why did the Gormai.* persist after thi
irst defeats, aftor Apnl 9, when the last
real hope of a shiniric; BUCCeSS ended?
'hiefly bCCaUSS thoy never lost bop
taking tho rains of Verdun, and the moral
.alue of theae ruins had become inealeula-
:>le; not to continue aras to confeas defeat.
r_ cot.

' was to sacrifice prestigC
it home and abroad. But even more im¬
portant was the fact, that the Germans
iad put thoir main mass of artillery in,
t would take time to move it to a MW

flata, thoy had put their lirjuid capital into
i great speculation and they wore com-

>elled to put new money in to protect tho
ild. In the end they lost tho whole invest*
nent. In men Verdun cost them shove
,00,000 killed, woundid and captured. It
.ost the French 250,000, of whom 40,000
it the most were capture*^ In the

.ne French losses in artillery and
Hisoners were very !iir;"\ Aftor th»-

an end of this wa

rhe German losses wore great at all tfaBOS,
>ut they increased with each fresh attack,
vhile the French dimini**he<l as they re-

tored their lines and moved up their heavy
irtillery.

German Losses

Measured by distance covered. the A.lied
idvance at the Somme has already ex-

.eeded that of the Germans at Verdun.
r/ogether the Allies havo taken twice as

nany prisoners and twice as many cannon.

rhey are still gaining. German estimates
if their losses place them alx»ve the Allied
.stimate of French losses at Verdun, but
Iritish and French estimates put German
osses in the Somme battle above those of

the Freneh at the Meuse. We can only
estimate the value of the Somme when we

know the casualty lists, but measured hy
fieond captured it is a trreater pain than
Cermany made at Verdun.

But the measure of Verdun is not aloni
in the casualty list. and the Allied offen-
sive on the Somme. Because (iermany de¬
cided f,o go west, Ru««ia WOII her preat
Gaiician vtctories, captured MO(M0 (ier¬
man and Austrian prisoners and 10,000
square miles of territory, while Italy got
Gorizia. Finally Rumania came in and
took off Russia'- hands the e-reat (Ierman
army then preparinp for an attaek upon
Russia. Germany was rompelled to use

this army apainst a new foe; she has used
."¦vtively, hut she mipht have MOd it

wi'h equa] effect apainst thfl old foes if
\' 'dun had not occurred.

The Final Chaplcr
And now we see the final chapt.-r a*

Verdun. On October 21, exactly eight
months to the day after the first (ierman
drive, the Frrneh leave their trenches after
havinp repaid the (iermans for their preat
iioinbardment, retake Douaumont fort and
village, Thiaumont farm and work, Dam-
Ioup 1 attery, the famous forests of La
( ollette. Chenois, Fumin, the quarries of
Haudromont, inclo-e Vaux on three sides
and, save for Vaux, retake all the pround
inside the old intrenched camp of Verdun
which (iermany has taken in her months
of advance. (iermany is now htck of the
position -he l.eid on February :'*">, aaoe H
Vaux, and the fate of Vaux is sealed.

This venture cost th< l-r.-nch in total
tiaa lOBfl than 4,000 men; they took

more than .">,n00 German pnsor.ers. All
told the fightinp lasted three hours; the
advance from Douaumont to Fleury, two

short miles, had taken the (iermans ex¬

actly four months.

They Have Not Pa**ad

tt hai If the seeret ''* thi- Freneh
Maiidy it is to bf found ta the fact

that (ierman artillery has baaa removed
from before Verdun to rm^'t the Allies*
thrust in the Battle of the Somme. Thither
troops have also pone, all the advantage*
the Germans possessed in February the
Freneh had ia October; the one advantage
they always had, their unconquerable
spirit, they never lost and the G. r

ncer arqtiired.
On April .'., three days l»efore the last

general attaek of the (¦i-nnans. I saw a

Freneh division tilinjj through Verdun aaj
its way to the linng line. 1 saw the men

as they moved throuph the shell-cursed
town. I sat and watche.i the lines rlow
by, marehinp to the sound of the guns
And havinp seen the men, I came away
eonvinceil that Verdun would not fall and
the Kaiser's army would not pass. An I
it is the faces of these men that rise before
me now, when their vietory tr* estabhshed.
when Verdun has become as ment-orable a

Freneh vietory over the Prussian as Valmy
and not less bigniticant for mankind.


